
Board of County Commissioners 

Morris County, New Jersey 
 

RES-2022-660 
 

WHEREAS, the Administration of Governor Phil Murphy, specifically the New Jersey 

Department of Education and the New Jersey State Board of Education, developed and adopted a revised 

“New Jersey Student Learning Standards in Comprehensive Health and Physical Education” in 2020; and 
 

WHEREAS, those standards mandate a controversial set of curricula in public schools that 

deeply concerns New Jersey parents because it requires the introduction of sexually explicit material to all 

students beginning in second grade, where the standards require that children be exposed to materials 
demonstrating “the range of ways people express their gender and how gender-role stereotypes may limit 

behavior;” and 

 

WHEREAS, the public concern was exasperated this spring when “lesson plans” made available 

to school districts through the New Jersey Department of Education revealed deeply sensitive and explicit 

material regarding gender, sex and parts of the human anatomy that many families believe is 
inappropriate for any grammar school children; and 

 

WHEREAS, residents were unable to fully examine the revised “New Jersey Student Learning 

Standards in Comprehensive Health and Physical Education” when they were promulgated in 2020 
because it was the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, when New Jersey families were dealing with the 

deaths of loved ones, trying to protect themselves from infection, and grappling with state-mandated lock-

downs and an imploding economy; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Governor promised a review of the new standards to address the public’s 

concerns, but no meaningful review was done and, instead, the New Jersey State School Board has 
refused to reconsider the standards while the New Jersey Department of Education has publicly 

threatened punitive actions, including withholding state aid, against local school districts that fail to 

implement the controversial curricula this fall. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of the 

County of Morris in the State of New Jersey demands that Governor Phil Murphy, the New Jersey 

Department of Education and the New Jersey State School Board immediately repeal and abandon the 
2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards in Comprehensive Health and Physical Education, refrain 

from any punitive actions against school districts that refuse to implement the controversial standards, and 

quickly act with the New Jersey State Legislature to adopt any and all pending legislation that, at a 

minimum: 

• Removes the new state standards, takes the state out of the process of developing any replacement 
standards and requires local school districts to assume control by developing standards locally 

with the input of parents and the community. 

• Requires public schools to post all curricula plans online, and mandates school districts to make 

textbooks or other materials used in implementing curricula plans available for inspection by  
parents and legal guardians. 

• Establishes a “Parents Bill of Rights” that, among other things, prohibits the state and local 

school districts from interfering with the fundamental right of a parent or guardian to engage in 

and direct a student’s education; permits families to opt-out of school district curricula; 
guarantees curricula transparency, involves parents in the development of curricula and preserves 

the right of parents to determine when and how to introduce material to their children of a sexual 

and sensitive matter. 
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